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1 Executive Summary

Organisation of scientific events and participation in conferences are the responsibility of the dissemination work package (WP15). The first dissemination plan intended to manage annual conferences during the whole ACGT project time lapse. The first ACGT conference was to be held within the first 12 months of the project to give ACGT partners the opportunity to meet face to face “external” audiences. The second dissemination plan however rescheduled this task to the future as it appeared more strategic to participate to other significant events well know in the field event to reach a larger public: medical professional and researchers involved in translational research, patients and patient associations, bioinformaticians and other IT system developers, pharmaceutical company and other industry, relevant national or international initiatives, regulary body and general public. 

The present document explains why the ACGT project chose to participate in some well known events instead of organising its own conference. WP15 suggested some conferences. The ACGT partners have selected the following events: EBCC-6, UICC 08 and SIOP 08 which were the most important events on the cancer area and the most interesting for the ACGT project. 

At the same time, the document introduces events, of speakers as well as their add-value to the conference or workshop. The ACGT partners have participated at 27 conferences and 14 workshops since the beginning of the ACGT project. 

During each ACGT representation at conferences, meetings, workshop, WP 15 has developed, in collaboration with the editorial board and the management board, dissemination tools such as flyers, leaflets, poster to promote the ACGT project. 

At the end of this document, WP 15 suggests other international conferences for the latest 18 months of the ACGT project.
This document will detail organisation of scientific events and participation in conferences. It has become for the ACGT project essential to widely disseminate its results and to spread its knowledge to its main targets. It is already resulting in new partnerships (EORTC). 

2 Introduction
ACGT is nowadays a project giving the best of its knowledge for the good of the research in cancer fight. It brings together human-beings competences and new technologies such as health grids.

The project always keeps in mind to formulate coherent, integrated workplan for the design development, integration and validation of all technologically challenging areas of work.

Three elements are composing the basis of the project:
· the Grid infrastructure offering seamless mediation services for sharing data and data-processing methods and tools, and advanced security,
· the Integration offering semantic, ontology based integration of clinical and genomic data ,

· the Knowledge Discovery delivering data-mining GRID services supporting and improving complex knowledge discovery processes.
There are the three basic elements that ACGT needs to promote on events relevant to its expertises. 

During the three years of existence, the project puts many efforts for widening its vision impact by developing efficient dissemination tools such as newsletters, an up to date web site and leaflets increasing the audience to the project.
Nevertheless, nothing works as much as human relationships and the ACGT project knows that promotional tasks are essential to carry on its existence. 

2.1. Purpose of the document
The purpose of this report is to introduce events where ACGT has been presented. For a project of this size it is vital that all those involved have a clear understanding of what the aims of the conference participation are. The main purpose of the ACGT participation in national or international conferences is to:
· Demonstrate the increased brand recognition of ACGT

· Show the results from the ACGT structures and the activities that these structures have carried out
· Provide a clear representation of the progress made in terms of organisations, IT progress, etc. 
Section 3 briefly highlights the opportunities that have been offered to participate at events, conferences, workshops, meetings that organize our own project conference. 

Section 4 describes conferences that have been selected by the WP 15 to introduce face to face the ACGT project. 

Section 5 reports the partner representations on national or international event to introduce the ACGT project during talks, workshops or meetings. 

Section 6 outlines future plans and actions on ACGT project presentation during conferences, meetings, workshops, etc.
Section 7concludes the report. 

2.2. Application Area

The main target audience of this document are all the WP15 partners interesting in understanding the ACGT conference participation but it can also be used by other work packages (WP) as it gives a clear indication of what must be achieved and the methods proposed to achieve it.
2.3. Document amendment procedure
Amendment requests for this document must be send to Samuel Keuchkerian, HealthGrid director executive, Samuel.keuchkerian@healthgrid.org and copied to webmasters@healthgrid.org
3  General information
2.4. Own event or active participation…
During the first phase of the project and since its very start, it has been thought to organise our own project conference, gathering people from different backgrounds and also from other related projects. Gathering people from so many different backgrounds (from medical to technical people) on a same place and same time to discuss about and spread tools and technology which are not currently used in a large scale would seem however to be a high risk. 

To avoid this risk and to still be close to our public, it has been decided to meet professionals in their own conferences. Thus, WP15 choose the delights and sophistication of the event, we ensure that the participant expected to meet the ACGT representatives to have a truly memorable stay. From a simple meeting to a large scale congress with a parallel "virtual" show on the internet we met the ACGT partners’ expectations. 
This allows knowing professional and introducing the ACGT project in their habit. This dissemination strategy allows to
· Increase brand recognition of ACGT project over the international conferences and over the medical and scientific sector interested by the advancing clinic genomic trials on cancer. 
· Show the results from the ACGT structures, technologies and activities to find new interested collaborators to support the ACGT project now or during a second phase.
· Provide a clear representation of the progress made in terms of organisations, IT progress, etc. 

If a second phase of the project takes place we will organize our own project conference. We will select suitable venues, plan the programmes, manage the finances as well as ensure the event runs seamlessly on the day. We make sure the ACGT event is managed to meet the budget (using sponsor).

As the use of the internet becomes broader, so we have developed a number of products to: 

· assist the management of the event (on-line registration) 

· add to the promotion of the event (event web sites and cross links) 

All the ACGT partners are involved in dissemination activities. They participated to disseminate the project toward different events, conferences where they are invited to talk or events where they are visitors to know the technical or scientific advanced regarding their own domain. 
We distinguish active participation at conferences organized by HealthGrid and dissemination done by others ACGT partners during their own workshops or conferences (where they were invited speaker to present the ACGT project or they were as visitors to know latest technology).

2.5. Dissemination target

For an effective dissemination strategy, given the resource constraints of the project, it is very important to focus the dissemination activities to the appropriate audiences and target groups. This is the same to participate to events, conferences, workshops or meeting.
We have identified in the dissemination plan the following major categories of audiences:

· Bioinformaticians and other IT system developers. They may participate to develop IT solutions in the ACGT project. The main message here is to join an important infrastructure to the development of the modules in use. 
· Medical professionals and researchers involved in translational research. They are in direct relation with the cancer disease. The main message towards this community is the ACGT integration architecture as a response to this ever increasing challenge of data integration. WP15 informs them of the ACGT project such as a new solution to fight the cancer disease.
· Pharmaceutical Companies and other industry. Post marketing surveillance of drugs and pharmaco vigilance initiatives are also potential ACGT dissemination targets. The main messages are similar to those to be developed for targeting the medical professionals and researchers
· Relevant national or international initiatives. We selected this target because it may gain in terms of work optimisation if it uses the integrative nature of the platform. For this target WP 15 uses the same strategy with medical professionals.
The targeted audiences are mainly and always technical and scientists. Nonetheless, ACGT would be more convincing if it could address messages to a wider public, notably to patients or regulatory bodies. It is important to note that key messages will be delivered for each target.

· Patients and patient organisations. This target needs to know the advanced regarding cancer. ACGT provides it information about benefits of prospective trials and the additional advantages of clinico-genomic trials in ACGT, information about the expected benefits to result form the quick execution of post-genomic clinical trials.
· Regulatory Bodies. ACGT has chosen to disseminate toward this target using similar dissemination strategy as medical professional but main messages are in line with the European legal and ethical rules and argue about the level of security implemented in the ACGT technologies. 
· General Public. WP 15 provides generic information to inform a large public about the project and its benefits. 
The importance of these target audiences is not, obviously, the same. Medical professionals, life science researchers as well as bioinformaticians and other IT solution developers represent the most important target audiences of the project at this point in time. 
It is also evident that each of these target audiences requires quite specific and different in nature information with respect to the project. As a result the conferences have been adapted to the specific role and expectations of each of these target groups. Also, dissemination information has to be made available in several alternative ways, whenever possible. 
2.6. Choice of events
Participation to the conference has been selected in collaboration with the management board and WP leaders and organized by HealthGrid. The choice of the conferences needed to take into consideration the importance of these targets. This kind of conference allowed to reach the greater number of targets. A forum for general public for example is not of great interest, but a conference assembling some of these targets (like medical professional, patient’s organisation and bio-informaticians) would be more attractive. Moreover, the choice had to be relevant as well for the conference subject as for the public itself.
With these specificities in mind, an exhaustive list of conferences was submitted by HealthGrid to the consortium (see appendix 1) so that they could choose relevant events in order to not be dispersed in too many conferences. It results in the selection of three events for 2008:
· EBCC-6. The European Breast Cancer Conference (EBCC) was born in June 1995 for sharing ideas and experience about specific aspects of breast cancer. 
· UICC 08. The first International Cancer Congress was held in Madrid in 1933. It led to the foundation of the International Union Against Cancer (UICC) in 1935. Since 2006, the World Cancer Congress takes place every other year. This event allows to bring together the global cancer community.
· SIOP 08. This events is the most significant scientific and educational events for paediatric oncology worldwide where physicians of all disciplines co-operating in the research and treatment of childhood cancer, but also scientists, psychologists, nurses, parents and former patients meet and discuss novel developments.
For 2009, WP15 is selecting adapted events in Japan or in Europe to meet with key Japanese policy makers and technologists to discuss future research priorities and trends in cancer research and bio-technologies.
2.7. Event participation type

According to the opportunity given by the event organisers, the way to participate in conference can be different following the services choose. The service may be: 

· Rent a booth for the event could deliver numerous benefits. Participation at Conference, allows to obtain some interesting contacts with the user, and the community
· Make a demonstration, the programme committee is soliciting contributions focussing on user experience with, and plans for using the LifeWatch infrastructure as well as innovative solutions for biodiversity.
· Have a talk. The talk does not replace the paper but it allows to meet interested people by your paper and / or to make the audience want to read your paper. 
· Present a paper and / or poster. Conferences allow sharing the latest information on timely issues and rapidly evolving areas of interest. Organizers planned Poster sessions for the exchange of information and ideas about collaborations, projects and works-in-progress. The posters convey stories through the use of graphs, diagrams, pictures, data, and narrative text.
Following the option choose, during an event ACGT may bring together people from a variety of disciplines. ACGT partners wish be connected with the most important target audience of the project. These connections foster the integration of Grid practices and tools into the fields of biology, medicine, and health and more precisely with the cancer item..
. In this way, ACGT demonstrated to different targets and in diverse ways its results, its development and of course its objectives.

2.8. ACGT Representatives
Each work package of the project has got its own speciality. It appears then necessary to gather all the work packages leaders in terms of research, clinical trials, and other scientific works within the project to participate into conferences to show the different aspect of the project. To dictate the tone and direction the publication's editorials will take, to provide content for dissemination material, a group of ACGT representatives has been established: the editorial board. The Editorial Board was part of WP15 initiative and of the Management Board. It was created before the first Review in order to have a direct contact with the partners so that messages can efficiently be delivered.

Its role is to assist the Work package Leader and the Management in the production of required material for the general and targeted dissemination of the project.
In this way, specific people are selected to adapt in the best way messages to the public.

Participant list:

· Manolis Tskiknakis (FORTH, Greece), WP1 - Project Management
· Norbert Graf (University of Saarland, Germany), WP2 - User Needs Analysis & Specifications
· Francesca Buffa (University of Oxford, UK), WP6 - Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery Tools
· Matthias Brochhausen (IFOMIS, Germany), WP7 - Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Tools
· Víctor Manuel Maojo García (Grupo de Informática Biomédica, Spain), WP7 Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Tools

· Georgios Stamatakos (National Technical Univerisity of Athens, Greece), WP8 - Technologies and Tools for In Silico Oncology
· Nikolaus Forgo (University of Hannover, Germany), WP_10 - Ethics, Legal and QA issues
· Regine Kollek (University of Hamburg, Germany), WP_10 - Ethics, Legal and QA issues
· Brecht Clearhout (CUSTODIX, Belgium), WP_11- Trust and Security
· Christine Desmedt (Institut Jules Bordet, Belgium), WP_12 - Clinical Trials
· McVie Gordon (Istituto Europeo di Oncologia), WP_12 - Clinical Trials



· Thierry Sengstag (Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics, Switzerland), WP_13 - Evaluation & Validation
· Andreas Persidis (BioVista, Greece), WP_16 - Market Investigation & Exploitation
4 Events participation organized by HealthGrid
2.9. EBCC-6, 15-19 April 2008

EBCC (European Breast Cancer Conference) is the only conference that involves all the major players in breast cancer. The conference encourages interaction and collaboration between clinicians, scientists and patients in a partnership of equals to not just talk about scientific advances, but also the ethical, social, political, and practical issues associated with caring for patients with breast cancer. EBCC-6 is expected to attract over 5000 delegates from around 90 countries worldwide 

EBCC is sponsored by the Breast Cancer Group of the European Organisation for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC), the European Society of Mastology (EUSOMA) and Europa Donna - the European Breast Cancer Coalition and is organised under the co-ordinating umbrella of the Federation of European Cancer Societies. The conference includes presentations on all aspects of breast cancer, such as new developments in basic science and treatment modalities, prevention, screening and diagnosis, psychological and social issues, the role of complementary therapies, quality of life, the role of patient advocates, and the impact of breast cancer on families, communities and society.
The conference covers the entire spectrum of breast cancer and highlights what is new across fields as diverse as: 
· New tools for developing smarter breast cancer drugs. These tools may use nanotechnology or IT infrastructure as the Oncosimulator in the ACGT project to stop breast cancer from developing. This topic allows determining the perspective of where we were; where we are today; and where we are likely to go tomorrow. Effectiveness or cost-effectiveness as the criterion for new treatments? The number of published economic evaluations has increased dramatically during the past decades, but the number of studies performed for different drugs varies substantially. The objective of this part during the EBCC-6 conference was to analyze the amount of cost-effectiveness evidence for new drugs.
· Young women and fertility in breast cancer. This topic introduces that chemotherapy regimens used for the treatment commonly affect fertility and cause premature ovarian failure. There have been recent advances in the field of fertility preservation, which can allow many of these breast cancer survivors to have children in the future. This topic introduces the breast cancer advanced.
· New imaging techniques for tailoring therapy It goes into treatment models designed to facilitate the tailoring of therapy to specific populations and the integration of techniques from what often seems like disparate theories.
· How can Europe afford to treat breast cancer? In recent years, there's been an explosion of life-saving treatment advances against breast cancer, bringing new hope. This part of the EBCC-6 conference introduces solution to treat breast cancer. 
· Lifestyle and survival after treatment for breast cancer.  Understanding the consequences of diet and lifestyle on breast cancer survival is important to survivors of breast cancer who want to make choices to improve the length and quality of their lives. Far too little is known about the effects of diet and lifestyle after diagnosis on breast cancer survival. 
Link: http://www.ecco-org.eu/Conferences-and-Events/EBCC-6/page.aspx/212
4.1.1 Targets
EBCC is targeted at European and international researchers, medical and lay contributors, all devoted to multidisciplinary breast cancer research, prevention, treatment, care and advocacy.

It brings together doctors, scientists and patient advocates to talk, not just about the latest scientific advances, but also the ethical, moral, social and practical issues associated with caring for patients with breast cancer. EBCC has become unique as a conference with the views of all the major players expressed and discussed in one forum. Thus, during this event, the main targets for ACGT are:
· Medical professionals and researchers involved in translational research (ex: University of Pisa, Centre Hospitalier de Belfort-Montbéliard)
· Bioinformaticians and other IT system developers (ex: Institute of Cancer Research)
· Pharmaceutical Companies and other industry  (ex: Sanofi-aventis Groupe)
· Relevant national or international initiatives (ex: Europa Donna, European Association of Cancer Research)
· Regulatory Bodies (ex: Germany's regulatory body BfR)
4.1.2 Involvement
The first day of the event, the 15th April, is planned a half-day workshop to introduce the ACGT project from 12:00 to 17:00. 
The workshop is targeted at both young (including trainees) and experienced radiation oncologists, physicists and radiation technologists, as well as other interested parties, who need an updated overview of clinical, technical and biological issues related to the state of the art practice of in the ACGT project of breast cancer.
4.1.3 ACGT representatives
Due to the opportunity to be in touch with a large public, ACGT has decided to put effort in this conference and to have a representative panel of the entire ACGT project. All the “ACGT representative task force” will be present on this event.

Participant list:

· Manolis Tskiknakis (FORTH, Greece), WP1 - Project Management
· Norbert Graf (University of Saarland, Germany), WP2 - User Needs Analysis & Specifications
· Francesca Buffa (University of Oxford, UK), WP6 - Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery Tools
· Matthias Brochhausen (IFOMIS, Germany), WP7 - Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Tools
· Víctor Manuel Maojo García (Grupo de Informática Biomédica, Spain), WP7 Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Tools

· Georgios Stamatakos (National Technical Univerisity of Athens, Greece), WP8 - Technologies and Tools for In Silico Oncology
· Nikolaus Forgo (University of Hannover, Germany), WP_10 - Ethics, Legal and QA issues
· Regine Kollek (University of Hamburg, Germany), WP_10 - Ethics, Legal and QA issues
· Brecht Clearhout (CUSTODIX, Belgium), WP_11- Trust and Security
· Christine Desmedt (Institut Jules Bordet, Belgium), WP_12 - Clinical Trials
· McVie Gordon (Instituto Europeo di Oncologia), WP_12 - Clinical Trials



· Thierry Sengstag (Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics, Switzerland), WP_13 - Evaluation & Validation
· Andreas Persidis (BioVista, Greece), WP_16 - Market Investigation & Exploitation
4.1.4 Opportunity
The workshop, the audiences and the present representatives gave the opportunity to the ACGT project to introduce the latest results both on the clinical and technical aspects. It was also the opportunity to be in touch with some other people involved in the same areas, and to discuss about common problems as for example the legal and ethical issues.
4.1.5 Material Provided

The room was supplied with all the necessary equipment to hold the workshop. A screen, a microphone and a beamer were available.

All the regular dissemination material was dispatched at this occasion, such as:

· the bookmarks which have been made up during the first period of the project, 
· flyers about the Oncosimulator which is a concept of multilevel integrative cancer and normal tissue biology, an algorithmic construct and a software system which aims at supporting the clinician in the process of optimizing cancer treatment by performing in silico experiments on the patients individualized basis.
· and also flyers specially made for this participation summarising in a general manner the ACGT project which can be used for general dissemination.
4.1.6 Conference EBCC-6 budget overview

The participants of the ACGT project going to this conference will benefit of a free registration if they only attend this workshop as they are considered as speakers. They can also benefit of a special registration fee of 300€ if they want to attend the whole conference. 

The budget takes into account the catering service costs estimation, which includes sandwiches and drinks for 10 people but also the registration fees, the flight (return ticket) and accommodation estimations for the three invited speakers.

Two invited speakers will come from the Oxford University, UK, and the third invited speaker will come from the Harvard University, USA.

	(1) EBCC-6 

(Berlin - 15-19/04/08)
	3 invited speakers who are partners of the project. Thus, cost is included in their part of the ACGT project
Catering service : “capital catering” 

= 1460.01 € (tax-inclusive)
	1460.01 €


2.10. UICC 08, 27-31 August 2008
The UICC World Cancer Congress, (International Union Against Cancer), brings together the world's leaders in the fight to control cancer. 

Leading clinicians, practitioners, government agencies and NGOs, patient-care providers and advocates, researchers and behavioural scientists and public health experts focus on transforming the latest knowledge into strategies that countries, communities, institutions and individuals can employ to reduce the cancer burden.

The objectives of the congress include:

· Translating scientific and behavioural research into relevant prevention, early detection, treatment, psychosocial support, palliative care, etc. 

· Understanding the economic implications of cancer control interventions in both developed and developing settings and determining which interventions produce the best results 

· Promoting the development of national cancer plans as building blocks of a comprehensive anti-cancer strategy worldwide 

· Stimulating capacity-building among UICC member organizations and cancer NGOs 

· Strategic planning and sharing and exchanging best practices 

· Implementing effective tobacco control and public health programmes 

· Engaging donor organizations in cancer control effort 

· Developing north south partnerships 

The conference planned from the 27th to 31st August 2008 has been hold in Geneva, at Geneva-Palexo (Switzerland) and has focus on treatments advances for all kinds of cancers.

UICC partnerships across all sectors are coordinated within the framework of national cancer planning strategies. UICC offers corporate partners a unique opportunity to contribute to such partnerships. UICC also offers opportunities to demonstrate social responsibility globally by acting on the knowledge we now have to save lives and improve the quality of life for cancer patients and their families.
Link: http://www.worldcancercongress.org/uicc-congress08.html 
4.1.7 Targets
More than 2500 World leaders in cancer control were brought together for the one of the biggest and most important event worldwide: the international union against cancer (UICC 2008). This is the reason why this event has been selected. We reached:
· Medical professionals and researchers involved in translational research (ex: UNIGE)
· Patients and patient organisations (ex : European Cancer Patient Coalition, Cancer Patients Aid Association)
· Bioinformaticians and other IT system developers (ex: AORTIC, BD Diagnostics)
· Relevant national or international initiatives (ex: National Cancer Institute)
· Regulatory Bodies (ex: Association of European Cancer Leagues)
· General Public 

4.1.8 Involvement
Local organisers give to ACGT the opportunity to have a 9 m² equipped stand. It allowed ACGT representatives to take time to explain the project, the way to be involved and the benefits on the early involvement. This was also a good opportunity to be face to face with end users and discuss about their needs and the way we should drive the project to meet their needs. ACGT was have there the opportunity to dispatch flyers and newsletters as well as other goodies in order to disseminate and promote the project, but the material the most important was be posters and PowerPoint presentations.
4.1.9 ACGT representatives
Due to the wide audience, all the Representative Task Force (a group of individuals who examine solutions to treat cancer) has been invited to represent the ACGT project and two representatives of ACGT partners, SIB and HealthGrid have been selected to introduce the ACGT project during the UICC. SIB has provided technical aspect and the HealthGrid presented generic information about the ACGT newest developments. 
4.1.10 Opportunity
Having the opportunity of having an equipped stand during the UICC conference allowed ACGT representatives to explain the project. This was been also a good opportunity to be face to face with end users to introduce the concepts and present the latest developments of the ACGT project to researchers, clinicians, nurses, managements administrators, government and public health officials, health journalists and of course patients. A few stakeholders from the community had been attracted and must send us an email to know the possibility to interact with the ACGT project.

4.1.11 Material provided

Thanks to a 9m² stand, ACGT had the opportunity to dispatch dissemination material: 

· flyers regarding the Oncosimulator 
· generic flyer to introduce the ACGT project 
· newsletters as well as other goodies in order to disseminate and promote the project. 
· The material the most important has been posters and demonstration done by Thierry Sengstag who is a senior scientist involved in the technical aspect of the project.
4.1.12 Conference UICC 08 budget overview

The participation in the UICC includes the reservation of the equipped stand of 9 m² and the catering service. Two registrations are offered with the booth to attend this conference. 

	(2) UICC 

(Geneva - 27-31/08/08)

	Space renting + VAT (7.6%) + exhibition
 => 3728.34 €
	3728.34 €


2.11. SIOP 08, 2-6 October 2008 
SIOP 08 is the 40th issue of the conference and is planned from the 1st to the 6th of October 2008. It cared about the research developments in terms of cancers affecting children. 
The SIOP Annual Meetings are the most significant scientific and educational events for paediatric oncology worldwide where physicians of all disciplines co-operating in the research and treatment of childhood cancer, but also scientists, psychologists, nurses, parents and former patients meet and discuss novel developments.
We cancelled the ACGT participation because the technical aspect regarding the ACGT project did not progress enough to introduce the technical aspect of the project. However, we keep in mind this conference for the next year to introduce the ACGT project during a workshop. 
Link: http://www.siop2008.de
4.1.13 Targets

There are more than 6,500 members of SIOP. All full Members of SIOP are PhD degree holders and retain positions in top academic institutions and leading businesses across the world. Targets for this conference were more specific, as the conference is dedicated to Wilm’s tumour. We planned to reach:

· Medical professionals and researchers involved in translational research

· Patients and patient organisations

· Bioinformaticians and other IT system developers

· General Public 

4.1.14 4.3.2 Involvement
As for EBCC-6, a half-day workshop has been scheduled by the organisers on the 2nd October 2008 to introduce the ACGT project. However, the ACGT participation was cancelled by the ACGT representatives themself.

4.1.15 4.3.3 ACGT representatives
Participant list:

· Manolis Tskiknakis (FORTH, Greece), WP1 - Project Management
· Norbert Graf (University of Saarland, Germany), WP2 - User Needs Analysis & Specifications
· Francesca Buffa (University of Oxford, UK), WP6 - Data Mining and Knowledge Discovery Tools
· -Víctor Manuel Maojo García (Grupo de Informática Biomédica, Spain), WP7 Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Tools

· Georgios Stamatakos (National Technical Univerisity of Athens, Greece), WP8 - Technologies and Tools for In Silico Oncology
· Nikolaus Forgo (University of Hannover, Germany), WP_10 - Ethics, Legal and QA issues
· Brecht Clearhout (CUSTODIX, Belgium), WP_11- Trust and Security
· Christine Desmedt (Institut Jules Bordet, Belgium), WP_12 - Clinical Trials
· McVie Gordon (Istituto Europeo di Oncologia), WP_12 - Clinical Trials



· Thierry Sengstag (Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics, Switzerland), WP_13 - Evaluation & Validation
· Andreas Persidis (BioVista, Greece), WP_16 - Market Investigation & Exploitation
4.1.16 Opportunity
As EBCC-6 would have given ACGT the opportunity to be in touch with the breast cancer Community, SIOP 2008 gave the occasion to ACGT to spread information about the Wilm’s tumour (nephroblastoma). However, all ACGT representatives cannot participate to this event. Consequently, ACGT participation has been cancelled one month before the event. We will try to participate to SIOP 2009 conference located on the Sheraton New Orleans hotel, USA. 
5 Event participation planned by ACGT partners
2.12. Conferences
To participate to biomedical, bioinformatician, or cancer conferences allow knowing advance progress against breast cancer, nephroblastoma or new medical solution or technology. Moreover conferences allow encompassing the full spectrum of cancer research, technology and facilitate the rapid transition of new knowledge into improved care for patients. ACGT partners visited, talked, exhibited or present a paper at the following events: 
5.1.1 Conferences in 2006

11 April the representative partner UHANN introduced the ACGT project with a stand and presentation during JURACON conference in Frankfurt for main General public, especially for lawyers.
30 May this was the BioMedical Informatics conference in Budapest where ERCIM partner represents the project for members and general public.
11 May. This was the conference of the Project ELAN2LIFE in Homburg for Researchers, politicians from South America (UdS).
19 June. GPOH of the IT Group in Berlin for IT people from GPOH Germany (UdS).
29-30 June. ICT for Bio-Medical Sciences 2006, in Brussels, focussed on topics that lie at the cross roads of Information & Communication Technologies (ICT) research and Biomedical Sciences research. The conference was of particular interest to scientists, those involved in research policy and industry. This conference brought together 500 Scientifics (http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/ict_bio_2006/index_en.htm). 
07-11 August took place the, 16th World congress on Medical Law in Toulouse. This conference was reserved for Medical people (lawyers, doctors, etc…) 771 attendees including 242 from universities and 64 from hospitals were come from 66 countries (FUNDP – Crid). During this event 16 plenary sessions and 31 workshops took place, and 89 posters and 359 papers were presented (http://mrs23.hosteur.com/~arfdm/statistics%20congres%202006.pdf). 
20 September TG6 Meeting at EGTD 2006 was IT public Conference regarding trust and security (FUNDP – Crid).
5.1.2 Conference in 2007

24- 27 April “Does HealthGrid present specific risks with regard to data protection?” was the question treated during HealthGrid 2007 conference in Geneva. The fifth HealthGrid Conference is dedicated to grids for life science and attracted around 200 persons - the general public, the representative partner of ACGT was FUNDP (http://geneva2007.healthgrid.org/index.php?id=64).
24 April “Data base at the crossway of two legislations” – Agoria ICT eHealth was a conference based on Legislation and Health in Brussels for professionals (FUNDP) (http://www.agoria.be/s/p.exe/WService=WWW/webextra/Prg/izContentWeb?sessionlid=3&vapplication=e_health).  
26 June Presentation of the paper “data protection issues with regard to research in genetic data” at the second workshop on personalization for E-Health, held on the 11th international conference on user modelling 2007, in Corfu from 25 to 29 of June 2007 at the five-stars, in front of professionals (LUH) (http://www.iit.demokritos.gr/um2007/). 
28 June took place a presentation on legal aspect of Information Security in medical scenarios, in Bratislava for Professionals (LUH). 

5.1.3 Conference in 2008

12-13 March in Chamonix, was the 6th International Renal Tumours Biology Meeting SIOP 2008 for Clinicals and researchers. The ACGT representative was Dr Norbert Graf Tuesday 13th March to present a genetic screening of Wilms tumors and for the SIOP 2001/GPOH Nephroblastoma study and trial and Friday 14th March to introduce new approaches to the identification of Wilms tumor susceptibility factors. (UdS) (http://www.icr.ac.uk/research/research_sections/paediatric_oncology/8400.pdf). 
La Petite Pierre in France was Conference of “Medizinisch Juristischer Arbeitskreis des Saarlandes People from legislation. It was for clinicians, researchers. The presentation of ACGT as an IT platform for clinico genomic research was done by Norbert Graf, UdS.
17-18 April 2008 in Amsterdam (the Netherlands) was the Genomic and Society conference for researchers, professionals, and general public. The conference aims to explore the question to what extend ELSA genomics research feeds into or shapes the agendas of genomics research, professional practices, policy practices and public debate. 
17-19 June, 2008 at University of Jyväskylä, Finland, was the 21st IEEE International Symposium on Computer-Based Medical Systems for medical information and clinical users. CBMS 2008 is intended to provide an international forum for discussing the latest results in the field of computational medicine. The scientific program of CBMS 2008 consisted of invited keynote talks given by leading scientists in the field, and regular and special tracks sessions that cover a broad array of issues which relate computing to medicine (http://cbms2008.it.jyu.fi/). 
17- 20 June in Amsterdam, was the Fifth International Conference for Mesoscopic Methods in Engineering and Science (ICMMES).This conference was reserved for Medical Informaticiens, Clincial users. The CAVE demonstrations were done by Paul Melis and Robert Belleman.
29June to 5July in Edinburgh (UK), this was one of the largest of its kind in the world and held only every three years: the European conference on Mathematical and Theoretical Biology Researchers. The event, held from 29 June to 4 July 2008, attracted 550 participants, far exceeding the expectations of Dr Fordyce Davidson, senior lecturer in the University of Dundee's Division of Mathematics and one of the main organisers of ECMTB 08 along with Professor Mark Chaplain and Dr Sandy Anderson, both also at Dundee. A d’Onofrio Contributed Talk on theretical aspects of anti-angiogenesis therapy angiogenesis developed in the framework of WP2. (www.esmtb.org/) 
16-18 July in Greece it was an international conference to present new and original research results and the latest state-of-the-art in Telecommunications and Multimedia (TEMU-08) for Scientists and researchers (Oswaldo Trelles).t fosters communication and discussion among researchers, scientists and students working in the design, implementation and application of telecommunications and multimedia fields. The conference will provide three-day Scientific Program, including presentations of invited and regular papers from manufacturers, academia and services providers.  (http://www.temu.gr/2008/). 
12-14 August, it was the R User Conference (useR!) which takes place at the Fakultät Statistik, Technische Universität Dortmund, Germany. Pre-conference tutorials take place on August 11. Stefan Rüping, Michael Mock, and Dennis Wegener, introduced the following tutorial during this part of the event “Distributed Data Analysis using R” - http://www.statistik.uni-dortmund.de/useR-2008/.
9-10 October 2008 at Goettingen University, Germany was conference regarding the Rights of Children in Medicine. This conference highlight the general problem area within which bioethics and the rights of the child overlap, and to do so at a time when the ethical issues at that point of overlap were being increased tenfold by the advances in research on prenatal and neonatal medicine and by their applications.

23-24 October, 2008 at Maastricht University was the co-construction of genetics, health care and insurance for Clinicians, scientists and researchers. Regine Kollek was the ACGT representative during this event.
7-8 November, 2008 in Heidelberg was the 9th EMBL/EMBO Science and Society Conference for Clinicians, scientists and researchers. Systems and synthetic biology are emerging inter-related frontiers in early 21st century biology. While these new fields have generated much attention both within and outside the world of science, time now seems ripe for a concerted effort towards clarification of their scientific scope and relevance to society (http://www.embl.de/aboutus/sciencesociety/conferences/2008/index.html). 
19-22 November Fraunhofer-Institut Biomedizinische Technik has introduced the ObTiMa technology in Düsseldorf (germany) during the 40th International Trade Fair with Congress World Forum for Medicine. http://www.medica.de/cipp/md_medica/custom/pub/content,lang,2/oid,155/ticket,g_u_e_s_t/~/MEDICA.html 
25-27 November it was the ICT bio conference in Lyon. It was the most important forum for discussing research and public policy in information and communication technologies at European level. The Event brings together researchers and innovators, policy and business decision-makers working in the field of digital technologies. (http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/events/ict/2008/index_fr.htm) 
10-12 December 2008 in Rotterdam, Netherlands was the international conference on human rights and biomedicine. This conference stipulated the legal principles which are binding on the field of medicine and biology. Together with the European Convention on Human Rights, it is one of the leading treaty documents passed by the Council of Europe.

2.13. Workshop

Organized different workshop allow to developed and established research network between the ACGT project and external project. We have organized different internal workshop available on the 6 monthly report and external workshop to introduce and promote the ACGT technology. 
5.1.4 Workshop in 2006

30 May it has been organized a workshop jointly with the ERCIM and WG on BMI at Budapest. The Worshop title was: “Advancing Clinico Genomics: Information Integration and Knowledge Dicsovery Issues”. It was reserved for Biomedical Informatics Researchers and Scientific person (FORTH).
25–26 September It was the “2nd International Advanced Research Workshop on In Silico Oncology: Advances and Challenges” it aims to contribute to the shaping of the emerging discipline of In Silico Oncology. The workshop has focused on the different levels of cancer modelling from molecular and cellular to tissue, organ, organism and population approaches. (http://www.ics.forth.gr/bmi/2nd-iarwiso/) This workshop is for Biomedical, Informatics, Researchers and Scientific (FORTH and ICCS members represented the ACGT project during this workshop).
5.1.5 Workshop in 2007

12 February “Biobanking goes Europe” at the Telematik plateform für medizinis che forschungsnetze e.V in Berlin members of the TMF. (LUH)

25 April the Bio-med Grid Workshop was organized by PSNC and ACGT for medical doctors and bioinformaticians.
3 May it was a Workshop on security / privacy issues for bio-medical applications based on GRID middleware in Brussels for the member of EU funded project in the ICT for Health area.
1 June It was the following workshop « Les bases de données à la croisée de la protection de la vie privée et de la société de l’information » by  JuriTIC, in Namur (Belgium), for professionals (FUNDP).
25-27 June it was the Visual Interactive Effective Works (VIEW) workshop in the Netherlands (UVA) - http://www.lorentzcenter.nl/lc/web/2007/266/program.php3?wsid=266. 
5.1.6 Workshop in 2008

18 June in Berlin it was IT-Infrastructure and quality management of TMF-Telematikplattform für medizinische Forschungsnetze <http://www.tmf-ev.de/> for scientists and researchers (Fatima Schera). The main goal pursued by the TMF IT infrastructure and quality management working group is therefore to support working procedures in medical research networks and contribute to quality assurance.
19 June in Fodele – Crete, it was fidis interdisciplinary doctoral consortium. The workshop focused on the technical, ethical and legal implications of new and emerging technologies in the medical and health sector, biometrics, bio-databases, processing of medical and health data, human implants, profiling etc. This event was held in co-operation with the ACGT (Advancing Clinico Genomic Trials on Cancer) project (www.eu-acgt.org/) to encourage exchange of information, dissemination and cross fertilisation. This workshop was for Professors and Senior Researchers (Nikolaus Forgó was the ACGT representative) - http://www.fidis.net/press-events/2008-fidis-events/interdisciplinary-doctoral-consortium/. 
23rd – 24th September 2008 in Istanbul, Turkey, was the 3rd International Advanced Research Workshop on In Silico Oncology: Advances and Challenges for Clinicians, scientists and researchers. The workshop aims at contributing to the shaping of the emerging field of in silico (computational) oncology (http://www.3rd-iarwiso.iccs.ntua.gr/). 
27th September 2008 in Freiburg, Germany was the Workshop of the Comprehensive Cancer Center (CCC) for Clinicians, scientists and researchers.
21 October it was the sixth edition of the GenOuest bioinformatics platform its workshop took place at the INRIA Rennes-Bretagne Atlantique research centre. The goal of OUEST-genopole was to support research in genomics and post-genomics and helped create new biotech companies. This support can be achieved by technological platforms: sequencing, proteomic, transcriptomic and bioinformatics.
28 October, 2008 in London, was «Italy – UK  E-Oncology ». It was an international workshop for Clinicians, scientists and researchers organized by IEO and milan Polytechnical University. A crisp clear morning greeted the attendees at 39 Grovesnor Square as Italian and British scientists and health database experts alike gathered to exchange ideas regarding the online sharing of cancer data: Not just within their respective countries, but also internationally. 
27 November, it was the EUROGENE eTEN project: Mid-term Workshop "Personal Genetics in the Clinic" in Athens. Stelios G. Sfakianakis presented the following presentation "ACGT: A Semantically-Enabled Infrastructure in support of Clinical Trials and Post-Genomic Research". In this presentation the objectives and vision of the ACGT project were briefly presented. Subsequently the inherent technological challenges were discussed and how the ACGT tries to address them by the definition of a service oriented, grid enabled and ontology based architecture. The platform was over viewed with emphasis given to the semantic mediation process, the anonymization process, the Master Ontology on Cancer, the semantic annotations of resources (data, tools, and services), and the high level integration of tools and data. The audience was around 20 people. A few of them were software engineers while the majority were biologists, biochemists, and medical doctors.
6 The latest year of the ACGT project 
At the beginning of the ACGT project, it has been decided to allocate 20.000 € for organizing an event before the end of the project. However, this budget is not enough to organize our own project’s conference. Consequently, we have decided to participate to major conference regarding biomedical research, Cancer, IT... From these 20.000€, 5.000€ are dedicated to dissemination material printing and the other part will be used for the attendance costs at these conferences (booth rent...)

It is important to add that all the conference budget participation is flexible according to the event and the kind of participation. If ACGT participates as exhibitor, the costs will be higher, because of the space renting, than the costs allocated to the participation as organiser of a workshop.

At this moment we have spent around 10 000 Euros between EBCC-6 in Berlin and UICC in Geneva (with publications). 

Nonetheless, it is important to notice that, in terms of costs, participating to conferences would be more efficient and profitable than organising our own project’s conference.
Until the end of the ACGT project, HealthGrid will continue to inform the ACGT partners (using the website) regarding event which can be interesting for the project. 

All partners will continue to disseminate the project with workshop, talk, presentation, exhibition in conference, etc.

Moreover, we will try to link the European and Japanese ICT communities using the Euro-Japan ICT cooperation and the ACGT Japanese collaborators. Currently, we observe the Japanese conference which can be interesting, we can suggest the following: 
· The KBCCC International Convention 2009, from 09 April 2009 to 11 April, 2009, offers a comprehensive scientific program in Algorithm forms of Primary Breast Cancer Treatment as well as Foresight of Local Management. The website is: http://www.kyoto-breast-cancer.org/ 

· The International Conference on Multiple Comparison Procedures will be held on March 24-27, 2009 at Morito Academy Hall of Tokyo University of Science. The website is: http://www.rs.kagu.tus.ac.jp/mcp2009/index.html 

· The International Conference on Bioinformatics and Bioengineering (ICME 2009), from 27 to 29 May 2009, aims to bring together researchers, scientists, engineers, and students to exchange and share their experiences, new ideas, and research results about all aspects of Bioinformatics and Bioengineering. Moreover, they can discuss around the practical challenges encountered and the strategies adopted to solve the problems. The website is: http://www.waset.org/wcset09/tokyo/icbb/ 

· The 20th Asian Pacific Cancer Congress from 12 to 14 November 2009 at the Tsukuba International Congress Center (Epochal Tsukuba) in Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan. This conference has as its objectives to facilitate, coordinate, and promote research on cancer epidemiology, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment, as well as to contribute to the improvement and availability of cancer health care in the Asia Pacific region, thereby working for the development of both academe and culture and the betterment of human welfare.  (http://www2.convention.jp/20th-apcc/) 
7 Conclusion
It has become for the ACGT project essential to widely disseminate its results and to spread its knowledge to its main targets. It is already resulting in new partnerships.
Participating actively in conferences where the professionals can meet together is the best way to create contacts and to be in touch with the ACGT final users. This further creates a favourable environment for the visibility of the project, showing the exiting opportunities that will arise from the ACGT project to the community.

Through participating to workshops and conferences, the ACGT members were able to meet others specialists such as EORTC (who recently became a new partner) and BIG (Breast International Group) to develop potential new and ambitious scenario.

The participation in other related conference shows the real commitment of ACGT to promote its progresses and to continue to reach its objectives.
The ACGT project will envisage to organize it own project’s conference during an eventual second phase to the project because during this part the ACGT project has increase its recognition and visibility in the grid technology and health communities. 

APPENDIX 1

Events related to the Information Technology (IT) sector

	PLACE
	DATE
	WHAT?
	AUDIENCE

SIZE ESTIMATION
	PROGRAMM COMITTEE
	LINK

	Funchal - Madeira, Portugal
	28 - 31 January 2008
	HEALTHINF 2008 - Knowledge Discovery and DSS in Health Information Systems

The purpose was to bring together researchers and practitioners interested in the application of information and communication technologies (ICT) to healthcare and medicine in general and to the specialized support to persons with special needs in particular.
	100-200

International
	Appr. 50 people
	http://www.healthinf.org/


	Funchal -

Madeira, 

Portugal
	28-31

January 2008
	BIODEVICES 2008 - International Conference on Biomedical Electronics and Devices

It is a same conference as HEALTHINF 2008 in the same place. 
	100-200

International


	Appr.60 people
	http://www.biodevices.org

	Tampere, Finland
	30 January 

1st February  2008
	2nd International Conference on Pervasive Computing Technologies for Healthcare 2008. 

Pervasive healthcare is an emerging research discipline, focusing on the development and application of pervasive and ubiquitous computing technology for healthcare and wellness. Pervasive healthcare seeks to respond to pressures towards healthcare system, arising from a number of factors, including the increased incidence of life-style related and chronic diseases, emerging consumerism in healthcare, need for empowering patients and relatives for self-care and management of their health, and need to provide seamless access for health care services, independent of time and place.
	150-250

International
	Appr. 50 people
	http://www.pervasivehealth.org/


	Clermont-Ferrand, France
	11-14 February 2008
	Third EGEE User Forum

The EGEE project has brought together scientists, business and grid computing practitioners from around the globe. It has established the world's largest production grid infrastructure operated by more 90 partners spanning 45 countries from Europe and the rest of the World.
	300
International
	Appr.          20
people
	http://egee-uf3.healthgrid.org

	Innsbruck, Austria
	13 – 15 February 2008
	The Sixth IASTED International Conference on Biomedical Engineering, BioMED 2008 is intended to be an international forum for researchers and practitioners interested in the advances in, and applications of biomedical engineering to exchange the latest research, results, and ideas in these areas.
	200-300

International
	Appr. 100 people
	http://www.iasted.org/conferences/home-601.html

	Berlin, Germany
	10-12

March 2008
	World Health Care Congress Europe 2008

This event provided an international forum where health leaders can share best practices and successful initiatives for improved delivery and outcomes in Europe. Four concurrent summits was cover the following topics: Chronic Disease Management; Implementing Health IT ; Reforming Health Insurance and Improving Financial Performance ; Improving Quality and Patient Safety.
	
	
	http://www.worldcongress.com/events/HR08015/index.cfm?confCode=HR08015

	ManchesterEngland (UK)
	18-20 

March 2008
	Association for Radiation Research Annual Meeting

The meeting was a resounding success and attracted over 140 delegates from the US, Europe and Asia.
	
	Appr. 25

People


	http://www.le.ac.uk/cm/arr/home.html 

	Barcelona, Spain
	26-28 

March 2008
	World Health Care Congress

Europe 2008

Organised under the high patronage of the European Commission, the German Federal Ministry of Health and presented for the 4th consecutive year, the World Health Care Congress Europe is the only major international forum where over 600 health leaders share best practices and successful initiatives for improved delivery and outcomes in Europe.
	400

International
	
	http://www.worldcongress.com/brochures/NW715_Brochure.pdf

	Rome, Italy
	25-27 

April 2008
	CGCS 2008 : "International Conference on Cluster and Grid Computing Systems"

It aims to bring together researchers, scientists, engineers, and scholar students to exchange and share their experiences, new ideas, and research results about all aspects of Cluster and Grid Computing Systems, and discuss the practical challenges encountered and the solutions adopted.
	100-150
	Appr. 100

people
	http://www.waset.org/cgcs08/

	Lyon, France
	18-22 

May 2008
	CCGrid 2008
It was the eigth in a series of successful international symposia and for the first time took place in Lyon in France. Grid Computing started as a generalization of Cluster Computing, promising to deliver large scale levels of parallelism to high-performance applications by crossing administrative boundaries.
	200-300

International
	Appr. 100

People
	CCGrid 2008

	Göteborg, Sweden
	25-28

May 2008
	21st International Congress of the European Federation for Medical Informatics

The objectives of this conference was to present theoretical and empirical methods and studies of information technology in healthcare and related areas, particularly having offset in the conference theme, but not restricted to it. 

To bring new ideas, discuss the importance and role of the above methods and studies before, during and after implementation, in the healthcare field particularly. 

To welcome newcomers and support their efforts in acquiring competence in Medical Informatics and to support their networking within the scientific community. 


	
	Appr. 30

people
	http://www.sfmi.org/home/index.asp?sid=63&mid=1

	Athens, Greece
	29 – 30 

May 2008
	4th European PV-Hybrid and Mini-Grid Conference
The objectives of this conference were:
Development and Application of Technologies
Exchange of Results and Ideas
Know-how Transfer
Identification of R&D Needs
Presentation of Field Experience
	100-150

International
	Appr. 40

people
	http://www.otti.de/energie/ipv2713cfp.html

	Chicago,

USA
	4-7 

June 2008
	HealthGrid 2008 Conference
It was the premier conference on the transformation of biomedical research, education and medical care through the application of Grid technologies. The conference program included a number of high-profile keynote presentations, complemented by a set of refereed papers, which was selected by the call for papers.
	100-150
International
	Appr. 30 people
	http://chicago2008.healthgrid.org

	Toulouse, France
	24-27 

June 2008
	VECPAR'08 is a multidisciplinary meeting on High Performance Computing for Computational Science.
The conference was the opportunity for gathering of an enlarged scientific community made up of mathematicians, physicists, engineers, i.e. all branches of science reverting to computer simulations for analysis of complex systems and phenomena.
	100 people

International
	Appr. 30 people
	VECPAR '08


Events in cancer research

	PLACE


	DATES
	WHAT?
	AUDIENCE

SIZE

 ESTIMATION
	PROGRAMM COMITTEE
	LINK

	Berlin, Germany
	15-19 

April 2008
	EBBC.6  

(European Breast Cancer Conference)

 EBCC involves all the major players in breast cancer. The conference encourages interaction and collaboration between clinicians, scientists and patients. 
(Chap 4.1.1)

	5000
	
	http://ebcc2008.globit.com/
http://www.fecs.be/emc.asp?pageId=1310

	Lyon, 

France
	5-8 

July 

2008


	EACR-20, 20th Meeting of the European Association for Cancer Research

The conference aims to represent a forum for young and established investigators to present their work and to review the most promising areas of future development of the

discipline.

The conference focuses on aetiologic and mechanistic aspects of molecular and genetic cancer epidemiology research. Sessions on clinical applications of molecular epidemiology will be included in the main EACR meeting, to promote crossparticipation between the two events.
	200
	Appr. 50 people
	http://www.eacr.org/


	Geneva,

Switzerland
	27-31 August 2008
	UICC, World Cancer Congress 2008

 The UICC World Cancer Congress, (International Union Against Cancer), brings together the world's leaders in the fight to control cancer. The Health professional focus on transforming the latest knowledge into strategies that countries, communities, institutions and individuals can employ to reduce the cancer burden.

(chap 4.1.2)
	3014
	Appr. 30 people
	http://www.uicc-congress08.org/uicc-congress08.html


	Berlin,

Germany
	1-6

October 2008
	SIOP Congress 2008

International Society of Pediatric Oncology

The SIOP Annual Meetings are the most significant scientific and educational events. the research developments are acting in terms of cancers affecting children. 

 
	
	Appr. 30

people
	www.cpb.de/congress/index.php?id=816

	Birmingham, England (UK)
	5-8 

October  2008


	National Cancer Research Institute Conference 2008


	
	
	http://www.docguide.com/crc.nsf/congresses/9923FF0B116D1C298525730700560C89
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