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Date:


Friday, June 16th 2006

Location:
School of Computer Science, UPM (Madrid) 

1. Participants

	Nick Pittas
	BIOVISTA

	Fatima Schera
	FhG-IBMT

	Gabriele Weiler
	FhG–IBMT

	Charidimos Kondylakis
	FORTH-ICS

	Martin Doerr
	FORTH-ICS

	Vassilis Moustakis
	FORTH-ICS

	George Potamias
	FORTH-ICS

	Anand Kumar
	IFOMIS

	Holger Stenzhorn
	IFOMIS

	Patrick Durand
	INRIA

	Carsten Peterson
	LundU

	Mattias Ohlsson
	LundU

	Richard Vdovjak
	Philips

	Juliusz Pukacki
	PSNC

	Alberto Anguita Sánchez
	UPM

	David Pérez del Rey
	UPM

	Elena Aguilera Paredes
	UPM

	Guillermo de la Calle Velasco
	UPM

	Luis Martín Martín
	UPM

	Pedro Gil Bermejo
	UPM

	Roberto Simal Martínez
	UPM

	Sara Huidobro Sánchez
	UPM

	Víctor Maojo García
	UPM

	Vlad Popovici
	SIB

	Thierry Senstag
	SIB


2. Agenda

9:30-10:00 Welcome and Introduction (UPM)

10:00 – 11:30 Presentation of all partners (each partner gives a short presentation of 10 minutes, regarding their group expertise related to WP7) (ALL)

11:30 – 12:00 Break 
12:00 – 12:30 Vision of WP7 (UPM) and discussion (ALL)

12:30 – 13:00 ACGT Master Ontology (IFOMIS)

13:00 – 13:30 Discussion (ALL)

13:30 – 15:00 Lunch

15:00 – 16:00 Presentation of WP7 tasks. Planning: short, mid and long term tasks. Directions to Follow (UPM). Discussion about each partner involvement (ALL).

16:00 – 16:30 Ongoing task: Requirement analysis. First Deliverable (UPM). Discussion (ALL).

16:30 – 17:00 Designation of WP7 Steering Committee (ALL).

17:00 – 17:30 Next meeting and wrap-up.

3. Partners presentations

Víctor Maojo and Luis Martín welcomed all partners. A round of short presentations took place. After that, more detailed presentations of different partners began. 
1st Presentation: Martin Doerr (FORTH-ICS). 

Martin Doerr presented a series of systems developed at the Center for Cultural Informatics. The possibility of reusing such systems was mentioned, and it was agreed that this issue will be discussed in the future, depending on the conclusions of the requirement analysis.
2nd Presentation: Patrick Durand (INRIA).

Patrick Durand presented the Symbiose Project, and the tool GenoLink, a graph-based querying and browsing system for investigating the function of genes and proteins. It was discussed the possible inclusion of such tool in ACGT (both for WP7 and WP6). By the moment this tool is not using ontologies, since it is based on 1st order logic, with Prolog as representation language. 
3rd Presentation: Mattias Ohlsson (LundU).

Mattias Ohlsson presented BASE (BioArray Software Environment) and the MGED ontology. Mattias pointed out the possibility of the inclusion and use of ontologies and controlled vocabularies in BASE. 

4th Presentation: Luis Martín (UPM).

Luis Martín presented the tools ONTOFUSION and ONTODATACLEAN that tackle database schema-level integration and instance-level integration respectively. These systems are ontology-based. Many questions arose as regards to different features of both tools, such as the query language used, how actual transformations were performed on databases and the representation language (currently OWL). 
5th Presentation: Anand Kumar (IFOMIS).
Anand Kumar informed all partners about the new document “Biomedical Ontologies, Terminologies and Databases relevant to Oncology”, that had been uploaded to the ERCIM BSCW. Next, he presented the draft version of the ACGT Master Ontology. The suitability of the physiological approach used in this version of the Master Ontology was discussed. 
4. UPM Vision of WP7

Luis Martín presented different ideas extracted from the DoW, such as the importance of genetic and medical database integration (one of the main topics in ACGT). A proposal about the division of the tasks to be approached in WP7 in two main areas, Foundational Research on Ontologies and Engineering-focused approaches, was presented. All partners agreed with the suitability of such partition. Each partner was asked to declare in which area their contribution to WP7 would fit better. The result of such declaration was the following:
1. Foundational Research:
a. IFOMIS

b. FORTH

2. Engineering Approach:

a. UPM

b. FHG-IBMT

c. INRIA

d. FORTH

e. PHILIPS

f. LundU

g. SIB

The preliminary architecture of ACGT and its relation with WP7 was presented. The main conclusion was that the Ontologies and Semantic Mediation Layer to be developed within WP7 should act as a services provider for KDD Layer (WP6) and services demander for the GRID Layer (WP4). Richard Vdovjak pointed out that a new layer might be included between Semantic Mediation and GRID layers in order to provide distributed and uniform access to data, developed in WP5. 
5. Designation of Tasks Leaders
Luis Martín proposed the establishment of a leader for each task within WP7. An agreement was reached for the majority of the tasks proposed in DoW. The preliminary assignment was as follows:
T7.1: UPM

T7.3: IFOMIS

T7.4: UPM

There was no agreement on the leadership of T7.2, since no partner considered that this responsibility was related to their main interests or objectives in WP7. Víctor Maojo proposed two ways to solve this problem: first was to assign a leader (it could be a shared leadership) given the involvement of each partner in WP7 according to each specific MM workload. Second was to ask ACGT management responsible people (ERCIM) either to make themselves the decision or propose the designation method, given the management characteristics of the needed leadership for 7.2.
Then, partners were asked to offer their contribution as participants for each task. The result was the following:


T7.1: UPM, FHG, PHILIPS, FORTH, IFOMIS


T7.2: IFOMIS, SIB


T7.3: IFOMIS, FORTH


T7.4: UPM, FHG, INRIA, LundU, FORTH, PHILIPS, BIOVISTA
Carsten Peterson asked about the possibility of transferring some effort (MM) from WP7 to WP6, since he understood that their expertise would fit better there. Víctor Maojo answered that UPM cannot shift efforts between WPs, so this issue should be raised to ERCIM. 
Luis Martín remarked that besides of the tasks within WP7, there is an ACGT Major Milestone in month 15 (May 2007), where an Initial Version of the ACGT Master Ontology should be presented. Víctor Maojo requested Anand Kumar to send to all partners a preliminary version of the Master Ontology as soon as possible. Anand Kumar replied that their work was available at http://www.ifomis.uni-saarland.de/people/kumar/ACGT.zip.
6. Election of the WP7 Steering Committee Integrants
UPM proposed the designation of a Steering Committee for WP7, integrated by five people. The final committee will be integrated by the following persons:

UPM – Víctor Maojo


FHG – Gabriele Weiler


INRIA – Jacques Nicolas


IFOMIS – (To be confirmed)

FORTH – Martin Doerr

It was decided that the WP7 mailing list was going to be used for this Steering Committee communication basis, including a special key code on the subject to distinguish these messages from the rest. Such key was approved to be [Steering].
7. Further discussion and wrap-up
Luis Martín reminded the participants that the deadline for the first deliverable (Consolidated Requirements on ontological approaches for integration of multi-level biomedical information) is in month T0+9 (end of October). UPM staff has been working in the State-of-the-Art analysis on Ontologies and Semantic Mediation. Luis Martín said that this document was going to be shared soon for all partners to be able to send their feedback and contributions, and that this SoA analysis was expected to be a valid input for the first deliverable. It was commented that another valid input for this first deliverable was the WP2 requirements analysis that was going to be available soon. 
Luis Martín talked about possible approaches to Task 7.4. It was pointed out the possibility of annotating and integrating GRID services using ontologies. Luis Martín asked Juliusz Pukacki about the use of ontologies in WP4. Juliusz answered that ontologies weren’t going to be used in WP4. Richard Vdovjak pointed out the need of taking into account the work to be done in WP5 (distributed access to data and applications). 
Víctor Maojo said that UPM would send a request for ideas to be applied in T7.4 to all partners involved. 
Martin Doerr asked about the possibility of requesting to the users the schemas (not actual data, but the data models) of the databases they are using. 
At the end, Víctor Maojo talked about the fact that WP7 is expected to lead biomedical ontology research within the IST division at the European Union after 2007, carrying out different kinds of dissemination tasks, such as publishing papers and organizing meetings and workshops, and proposing future paths to the EC.  
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